Brief Heads of the laſt Speech of that moſt Inwaluable and truly Honour 
able Perſon William late Lord Ruſſel, with ſome few Seaſonable 
Notes thereupon. ie — 


Am Condemned as Guilty of a Deſign of Killing the King, I pray God lay not this to thi 
Charge neither of the King's Gounſel, nor Judges, nor Sheriffs, nor Jury, I ſhall not reckon 
wp the Particular; wherein they did me Wrong, I had rather their own Conſciencet ſhould do 
that; to which and the Mercies of God I leave them. | 
From the Time of chooſing Sher, I concluded the Heat in that matter would produce 
ſomething of this Kind, and [ am not much ſurprix ed to find it fall upon me, and I wiſh what is done 
to ne may put 4 Stop, and ſatiate ſome People's Revenge, and that no more Immocent Blood be ſhed, 

I never pretended to 4 great Readineſs in Speaking, I wiſh thoſe Gentlemen of tbe Law, who have 
fr, would make more Conſcience in the Uſe of it, and not run Men down, and by Strains and Fetches 
impoſe upon Eaſie and Willing Furien to the Ruine of Innocent Men; for to kill by Forms and 
Sobtelttes ef Law, is the worſt ſort of Murder : But 7 wiſh the Rage of bad Alen, and the 
Parrialiey of Furies may be flopt with my Bleod. 


Thus did this Great Man expreſs himſelf, and theſe Notes do moſt evidently evince, That 
eſteemed himſelſ murdered : However, becauſe ſome ill Men have the Impudence, to this 
very Day, to juſtifie themſelves in their Acceſſion to that horrid Act, it may not be unſeaſon- 


a ble ro preſent the World with this very conciſe State of that moſt melancholy Caſe, in which 
we have theſe two ſhort Queſtions ; 


I. Whether my Lord Ruſſel was murdered * 

Il. Whertber, in Caſe he was murdered, the Sheriffs, who cut off bis Head, were concerned in that 
Marder or no? 

I. To the Firſt, That my Lord Ruſſel was murdered is Law, for it is declared by the AZ 
For annulling his Attainiier, That he was deſtroyed by an Undue and Ilegal Return of Favors ; 

Which as bis Lordſhip very well noted, Was the wort ſort of Murder. 

The Houſe of Lords, when the made Inguzfetion for that Lord*s Blood, did call it Murder, for 
in November 1689. as appeared by their Journals, they appointeda Committee, To examine 


who . were the Adviſers and Proſecators of the Murders of the Lord Ruſſel, Collene! Sidney, 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong, Air. Corniſh and others: Then ſurely there will not be found, at this 
Day, a Man in Eng iand who will venture to call it by any other Name, importing leſs than 
Murder. 

II. In Caſe this Good Lord was murdered, ſome Body committed that execrable Fact, 
now there are ſometimes Private and Secret Murders, perpetrated by Perſons unknown, but 


this was done in the Face of the Son, and they took ten thouſand Witneſſes of this Murder; 7, Eftrenge 
and to ſay nothing either of Judges, Jurymen or King's Counſel, we muſt ſay, That the jn — 
Sher iffs had the beginning, middle and ending of this Murder; For as my Lord notes in his to, May 20th 
_ They were ſer up for ſuch Jobs of Work, and be expected his Death frotn theſe Falſe 1 
Sheriffs. . 

his Seeſogable Sheriffs, for the cutting off thoſe brave Men, in that Day deſigned for Deftration- FEE POR. 4, 
Obſervater, of May 17th 1634. glorying in the Exploits of his Seaſoncb(e Sheriffs, be ſays, Settheir Corgiſh and Bethel, ther- 


Pilkington and Share 2 gi r North and Rich, ar Daniel and Daſhwod, 4 ſay which of theſe Sheriffs are the litelie Mes to 
Juggle Protefflants vat of their Lives. 


Admit they had been True and Rightful Sheriffs, yet the annulling Act ſays, That it was 
an Undue and Illegal Jury; which moſt certainly is wholly owing to the Sheriffs, and they, 
in pur ſuance of a Murderous Verdict and Sentence (by the Hands of their Deputy, Jack 
Xetch, for the Fatal Blow, inthe Underſtanding of the Law, was theirs) haggled off one of 
the trueſt Engliſti Heads that ever ſtood upon Shoulders. 
Now perhaps it would be endleſs toreckonup all the Acceſſaries both before and after this 
Murder, who at the ſame Time are Principals in the Law; but the weight of that Infamous 
and barbarous Action muſt eternally reſt where we have placed ir; viz. upon the Sheriffs, 
eſpecially. When we find theſe Sheriffs acting in every Step towards that Murder, tor they 
both ſigned the Pannel of Jurors pack'd upon him: And though, in Truth, as Sir Dadiey 
North declared, upon his Examination, before the Houſe of Lords ia November 1689. He 
impannelled that Wicked jury; yet he there ſwore, That Sir Peter Rich concurred in it, 
and that if he had oppoſed it, Sir Dudley ſhould not have done it. + There was 
Theſe Ulurping Sheriffs did perſonally give my Lord Ruſſe! * Notice of the Time and ode Dr. Barat 
Place where he was to die; and they finiſh'd that Horrid Work, in leading this excellegt Pele when 


Lord, in their own Perſons, to the fatal Block, they carne to 


ſommoa my 
Lord to the Scaffold, to whom his Lordſbip teruiag with a Smile ſaid, Doctor, you ſee this Meſſige doth not mach diſturb 


we. And I was aboet to have replyed to Sir Peter, Well then, Sir Peter, you and I hall never more meet at Oxford to Vote 
for the Bill of Exclaſion, bur that I thought it would he more gairy than became my Caſe, 


That theſe are undoubted Truths, may be moſt ſately avowed by every Engliſhman, who 
finds himſelf out of Danger of falling into the Hands of ſuch Jurymen, as the late unhappy 
Sheriffs furniſhd : Who would give an hundred thouſand Pounds Damages for ſaying The 
Duke of Jork was a Papiſt, and for calling a Spade a Spade, when at the ſame Time not a 
Penny Damages was proved: And ſhould this be any particular per ſon's hard Fate, under 
this moſt auſpicious Reign, it ſhall be found, That there ate Engliſhmen, yet left, who 
will not fail to proteſt againſt ſuch horrid Practices, and lay them open to the World. 


